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Roula Mikhael is the Founder and Executive Director of Maharat Foundation, which operates
Maharat News, an independent, online, multimedia platform, providing evidence based
information on issues of accountability. Maharat’s mission is to defend, catalyse, and advance
democratic values of freedom of expression, access to information, and respect for human
rights. Under Mikhael's leadership, Maharat-news established a factchecking section Fact-o-
meter, certified as an IECN (International Factchecking Network) member, as well as Maharat
Magazine highlighting freedom of expression and media freedom situation in the MENA
region.

Mikhael is currently participating in the 2021 Journalism Al Collab Challenges in the
Americas & EMA, a program organized by Polis Journalism Program within London School
of Economics, powered by the Google News Initiative.

She is currently the chair of the Lebanese Multistakeholder Advisory Group for the Lebanese
IGF and the Co-Founder of the MENA Network for Countering Hate Speech. She is the
Founder of DIGITAL MEDIA VIABILITY LAB, aregional initiative to support independent
media platforms in the MENA. She has contributed in many research and policy papers
including the INDICATORS OF MEDIA VIABILITY published by Deutsche Welle
Akademie. She also served as the Convenor of IFEX (2017-2019), a global network to defend
and promote FOE. Through its media and advocacy work, she prioritized the issues related to
women rights and showed her commitment to her country’s longstanding tradition of free and
open journalism. She was nominated by OHCHR in 2018 as one of the Arab defenders rights.
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